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JULY REPORT

Of course you missed a great
meeting last month, but 77 members
enjoyed the get together.

June 20th Vi and I along with the
Brantley’s made the trip to
Austin to attend the Texas Beekeepers
Association Summer Clinic held at Dr.
Albert Molinars home near
Webberville.

I counted 75 people in enjoying Bar B
Que and 5 how to stations, such as
Equipment, installing bees, working
the hive, medicating for mites and
beetles and of course extracting honey.
A good time was had by all, you really
should try to make next years clinic.

Our program this month is Dana
Nance from Bruce Miller Nursery in
Edgewood. Dana hosted our Queen
Kellie Lenamond speaking to visitors
and employees at the nursery. Dana
has years of experience and will be able
to tell you which plants our bees work.
Come early to be sure and get a good
seat.

We are planning on having our own
Summer Picnic/clinic on July 18th at
Mike and Tammy Lenamond’s home
near Wills Point. Directions and a map
will be available at this meeting.

A directors meeting has been called to
begin a 6:15 before the meeting.
Subjects- The Summer Picnic, the Fair,
State Convention.

Four of us extracted some of our hives
on June 27 production ranged from
one gallon per medium super to
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Summer Vacation, Kids and Bees

Well, it’s REALLY summer now and so
outrageously hot and dry already that |
fear for us all in the coming weeks of
July and August. Texas summers are
hard on all living things and this one has
started earlier than most. My once green

pastures are quickly browning. The vitex

and mimosa trees still have a few blooms
left and the bees are valiantly working
those last remaining blossoms, but de-
spite their efforts I still don’t have a
honey crop. They are also gathering huge
loads of pollen from the Rose of Sharon
bushes but I am afraid these too may
soon dry up. Each afternoon I see them
out on their front porches just trying to
beat the heat like the rest of us. There is
no summer vacation for the bees.

My farm animals are also suffering from
the sweltering temperatures and lack of
rain. My wife and I are constantly
checking waterers and fans to be sure
that all animals are as comfortable as
possible in these brutal conditions. In
fact, just about the only creatures on the
farm who are relishing the summer are
our children. Iam “dad” to twin 7 year
olds, a boy and a girl, and they are still
giddy with liberty from school and
brown as berries from swimming which
is just about the only outdoor activity
that’s still enjoyable. Since the time that
I first joined the ETBA and the twins
were in Pre-K, my wife and/or I have
brought an observation hive to their
school to talk about bees.

6:45 PM

The Buzz from

Over Here
by Eddie Cdlins

REPORTER; DICK COUNTS

I was reading the May/June 2009
TBA journal and was surprised to
see a picture of my daughter
Connie in there with our clubs
honey queen Kellie. A BIG
thanks to Vi for all she is doing
for the ETBA queen program and
for Kellie in particular.

Well 1T have more bee hives this
year and even with the hot
weather they seem to be the best
bees I’ve had in several years. So
what went wrong? Why so little
honey? So far I’ve been
averaging less than 1 medium per
hive where in best years I’ve got 3
to 4 per hive. If Dick’s saying
“this year is not as good as last
year” holds true then should we be
worried about next year? As for
me [’m saying next year is going
to be the best ever so start getting
your bees / planning ready!!!!

This past month I made a trip to
the Beaumont area to pull honey
on the tallow flow. Wow; I mean
WOW. In one bee yard there was
over 300 bee hives and each one
still made over 2 deeps of honey.

It was mentioned that this year
was not as good as in the past and
I asked if it was because of the
amount of hives



continued from page 1 column 1

2 gallons, not anything to brag
about. I will be extracting again
on July 11th. Please call for a ap-
pointment. Any club member is
welcome, but you must call first.

Honey Queen Report

Vi Bourns

It has sure been a hot Texas sum-
mer so far; however Queen Kellie
has been vacationing in Kentucky
with her grandparents. I am told
she went on a trail ride with family
after church yesterday; not a good
thing to have done in Tyler’s 103
temp!

We have a special treat this
Thurs  Don Johnson will make
it possible for you to listen to
Kellie’s interview that aired on
June 23rd over 500 radio stations
around the country. Yep, we have
a star among us!

Producer, Tom Delach of
“America In The Morning’ called
to request an interview after read-
ing the Tyler news article which
was also printed in the Houston
Chronicle and the Dallas Morning
News about our queen and Dick
moving bees from the 55 gal
drum.

Kellie has also been featured in
“The American Bee Journal” and
the last issue of the “ABJ” with
past ETBA Queen Connie Collins.
If you missed them I will have a
copy for you to see Thurs.

Kellie will be resume her duties as
queen when she returns Tues.

JuLy
IS OUR
SUMMER PICNIC
ON THE 18TH
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bees. We usually bring along
coloring pages, a Find-A-Word
puzzle, lots of giant photos and other
visual aids like smokers, frames or
comb, and always some honey sticks
from Dick to keep interest and blood
sugar up!

If you’ve ever addressed a group of
young children about something as
magical as honeybees then you know
how curious they are. They are dying to
participate and tell their own stories of
encounters with bees (and other stinging
insects), and their questions are both
amazing and insightful. Their teachers
are often equally as fascinated and it’s so
much fun to watch faces as the covers
come off the observation hive and the
bees are revealed. I got to have some
real fun two years ago when a teacher
asked me how the queen was born with a
pink dot on her back. I told her that if
she looked really closely she could
probably see the tiny crown and scepter
too, and although I only had her going
for about 10 seconds I couldn’t help
myself.

This year a 1% grade teacher quizzed her
class on the day following my
presentation. In order to get a honey
stick each student had to give a different
fact about honeybees that they’d learned
the day before. Without any difficulty all
14 students provided 14 different facts
and everyone got a honey stick which is
pretty impressive retention for six year
olds! The teacher confided to me that the
most popular fact was that worker bees
kick the drones out of the hive in the fall
so they won’t have to take care of them
through the winter. The girls especially
LOVED this fact!

Kids seem to have a purity and
straightforwardness that is refreshing. I
find that children are unquestionably able
to appreciate the sheer magic of bees. In
that respect I also feel a little child-like
because there’s a certain amount of
magic that I continue to experience when
working with  my own bees. I hope
that you and your hives continue to
weather this hot dry summer and that
I will see you at the next meeting!
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amount of hives in one location
and they said no because even the
smaller yards made the same
amount. Miles and miles of tal-
low trees with millions of blooms
all in one location. I have always
heard the honey is a bakers grade
honey and it turns dark. So far all
I can say is it makes some great
looking comb honey and the
honey is very light and mild.

So what to do now that you’ve
pulled your honey off of your
bees. Yeah I know it’s real hot
out there but now is not the time
to forget about your bees. This is
especially true if you’ve pulled
most of their honey and left them
with little to no stores. During the
hot months the queen starts shut-
ting down egg laying but there are
still lots of mouths to feed given
the hive is at some of its biggest
adult numbers coming off of the
honey flows. Make sure they
have plenty of stores and a close
water source.

See you at the next meeting.
From what I hear Dick has an in-
teresting program lined up about
plants.
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This is Dick, please go back an
read Eddie’s article again. Know-
ing how Eddie keeps bees, know-
ing that he did everything RIGHT
this year. We all need to be con-
cerned that we inform ourselves
and make sure we go into the
winter with well fed, healthy, fat
bees



