
 

 

As you know I love to brag 

about our attendance each 

month.  You really did good last 

month  as 96 persons interested 

in bees were in attendance.  It is 

great to see that many people 

interested in beekeeping.  Proof 

of this has been in the number 

of people that have called or 

visited me this year,  with 18 in 

my class and 7 others in a  mini 

class, and 5 or 6 more that just 

couldn’t make meetings we have 

had over 30 come to my place 

trying to learn about bees.  

When we add the number of 

kids we have spoken to, or 

shown observation hives to,  we 

probably have touch between 

800 and 1000 people.  Not to 

mention John and Patsy McCall 

making the Mineola Nature Fest, 

myself and Vi and our Queen 

Kellie making the  Bruce Miller 

Nursery  Show day this last 

month,  Vi and I will also be 

making the Alley Fest in 

Longview next week.  PLEASE  if 

you are showing or talking 

about BEES anywhere please let 

me know.   

 

Observation hives are all up and 

I t  hard to believe  we  are  already  in 

June.,   can’t   imagine  where  May  

went  to. 

Kellie has  been  busy  with  all the 

activities  and  test s  a  Junior goes  

through  at the end  of  school. 

 She   has  made good  g rades  in  

high school  and  her  college  

courses..  Good  work  Kellie.!!! 

She  continues to care for her  bees 

with  her  father  Mike , hoping  as  

we  all  are  to have  a  good   

production  of  honey  when we  

extract. . 

In  the  coming  month s  she will  be 

making   preparation s to  represent   

ETBA  at  the  East  Texas  Fair , 

Texas  State F air,  and  the TBA 

Convention    which  our  club  will  

be  hosting. 

Still she had time to speak to visitors 

at  Bruce Miller  Nursery in 

Edgewood. Everyone enjoyed her 

presentation and had lots of 

interesting  questions  for her.  

 

June  will  be a  fun  month  of  

traveling to church camp and  a visit 

to her grand parents out  of  state. 

July 8th she is scheduled to 

demonstrate cooking with honey to 

the Gregg County Master Gardeners 

in Longview, and maybe get  to  talk  

to them  about  pollination.  

    

Judy Giles will introduce her 

committee and give us a report on the 

progress of the recipe book. She has 

gotten some recipes, but to be a 

success, she needs your input. 

THANKS, Vi 
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 Persistence (noun) … to 

continue firmly and stead-

fastly despite obstacles.  To 

endure. 

This month I write to you as a disap-

pointed beekeeper.  In fact I am afraid 

you have elected the worst beekeeper 

in the history of beekeeping as your 

president.  I went to my bee yard this 

evening and was greeted by empty or 

nearly empty supers.  Where did I go 

wrong?  I don’t believe my stimulus 

package will be in the form of honey 

so “Brother, can you spare some 

honey?” may be my mantra this sea-

son. 

I also noticed one of my swarms had 

departed but I did rescue the equip-

ment before the wax moths got to it 

which was a blessing.  The only thing 

I seem to have in abundance are small 

hive beetles.  I am overrun with them 

so if anyone needs a few hundred 

please see me at the next meeting.  I 

will gladly share but only if you 

promise to keep them! 

Today I did manage to finally remove 

a swarm from a stereo speaker I re-

trieved from a grateful caller’s garage 

last month.  I had brought the entire 

speaker (with bees inside) back to my 
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 farm and dumped them “as is” 

because  I immediately got 

another swarm call.  When I 

returned with the second swarm I 

immediately put them into a hive 

body, however, the following day 

I noticed that they had already left 

and taken up residence with the 

first swarm inside the speaker.  

Maybe they were music lovers!  

Taking a cue from their tenacity I 

once again relocated both swarms 

into a hive body (this time I made 

sure I found the queen) and 

promptly took apart the speaker so 

moving back would no longer be 

an option.  We’ll see if they are all 

still together in my bee yard 

tomorrow morning! 

My point in telling you these 

stories is that even in the midst of 

what appears to be abject failure I 

continue to learn big lessons, 

some of which may not make 

sense to me for a while.  Still, if I 

persist in my efforts and take the 

hints that the bees give me along 

the way, I can continue to 

experience small victories.  In 

fact, I find that there is almost 

always as much to be learned 

from my mistakes as from my 

successes.  The hills and valleys 

of beekeeping are many and a 

determined  beekeeper, like his 

bees, perseveres and doesn’t give 

up easily when discouraged  

Bees are astoundingly resilient 

and have the capacity and the will 

to work with just about anything 

that’s given to them.  Tonight I 

witnessed yet another example of 

their persistence in a hive where 

I’d put some badly damaged 
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pieces of comb.  I pulled out a 

frame and there was literally a 

string of bees dangling, end to 

end, as they worked diligently to 

fill in the holes and turn the bad 

pieces of comb into a functional 

one.  I couldn’t help but imagine 

the miracles that humans could 

accomplish if only we possessed 

this same unwavering capacity for 

adaptability and determination  

 Good advice from the bees 

to all beekeepers, veteran and nov-

ice alike, would appear to be 

“keep moving forward and don’t 

give up”; which is coincidentally 

good advice for us all in these dif-

ficult economic times. 

 &&&&&&&&&& 

Dick asks———- 

The question has been raised.  Do 

we want a summer picnic ?  I have 

a volunteer that will host one. 

How would you vote???? 
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  All are large swarms, with few 

exceptions.  Bees in structures are 

still coming in and we need bee-

keepers in the outlaying areas to 

remove them.  Interested please 

call me. 

 

As you see by Andrews excellent 

article the honey flow has not ar-

rived.  I still have Vitex and 

Golden Rain trees blooming so I 

may make a surplus yet.  YET as I  

have very little in my supers. Most 

hives that I have supered are 

strong hives full of bees.  With all 

the cold mornings we have had 

and rainy storms we may have the 

worst year that I can remember. If 

you are having a surplus of honey 

and planning on selling to the pub-

lic, remember no one has a prod-

uct exactly like yours,  a fair price 

for your honey is $4.00 per pound 

WHOLESALE. 

 

Interested in selling some are all of 

your bees?  I have several buyers 

looking for hives. 

 

SUMMER CLINIC: is being held 

this year in Weberville on June 

20th, more info at this meeting. 

 

EAST TEXAS STATE FAIR: 

plan on helping out with this pro-

ject this year. 

 

TBA CONVENTION:  Is being 

held this year in Tyler, we need 

table decorations among other 

things. 


