
 

 

 Thursdays  program  will be 

Mr. RANDY  FAIR  from MANSFIELD. 

LA, showing and talking about the 

SMALL HIVE BEETLE, the traps he is 

building and how he keeps bees.  This is 

a program you will not want to miss.  

We will also have our Raffle and 

Auction.   

 You  also will get to meet most 

our scholarship students.   We have a 

great bunch of kids and they are 

anxious to meet you.   

 Last month we had 86, yes 86, 

present to get our year kicked off.  A 

lot of these were 

 kids and their parents coming to see 

what we are about.  Which is of course 

bees. We had 13 applications and with 

your help in being sponsors we were 

able to accept  10 students. I am 

excited about this years class as we 

have not only 10 students, but also 18-

19 adults wanting to learn about  bees.  

So with that many I have had to make 

two classes, one with the kids and 3 

adults on Friday afternoon and 15 

adults on Saturday morning.  First class 

was January 15 and 16th. Remaining 

class dates are February 5 &  6th, 

March 5 & 6, April 9 & 10 and if the 

bees are ready April 23& 24th..  This 

year has great promise of being a very 

good honey year.  We have plenty of 

moisture in the  ground  and a promise 

of an early spring.  This winter has 

been colder than usual, which also is 

good for the plants. 

 One of our friends has retired 

from beekeeping and donated a lot of 

used equipment  to be used for the 
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 Early Spring 

 

Early spring was trying to chip away at 

Old Man Winter this week although if 

you didn’t look fast you might have 

missed it.  I checked on my bees this 

week and the results were mixed.  As I 

expected a couple hives were not making 

it and I combined them with stronger 

hives to save all the bees I could.  Sev-

eral of my hives had excellent brood pat-

terns with nearly capped larvae so I 

flipped my hives by putting the empty 

lower brood box on top and the one with 

the queen laying on the bottom.  I know 

this action will prompt some discussion 

at the meeting and I am not a hard and 

fast follower of flipping hive boxes, but I 

do it on a case by case basis after inspect-

ing each individual hive.  I only flip the 

hive if there is no activity or significant 

stores in the bottom box.  (A few workers 

on some center frames does not consti-

tute activity in my opinion).  If there are 

eggs or larvae present in the bottom box I 

usually leave them alone.  If there is no 

brood in the bottom, just frames of honey 

and pollen, then I compare this to the 

food stores in the upper and may swap 

one or two frames if necessary.  I do not 

break into the grouping of brood frames 

when introducing the new frames; in-

stead they are placed to the outside of the 

box. 

 

I like early spring because having 

been raised in a part of the country 

where it’s cold for 6 months of the 

year I am always happy to see winter 

leave.  In fact I just called my family 

today to let them know that while it 

It is hard to believe Feb. is already 

here. It has been a cold Jan. so 

maybe Feb. will bring us signs of 

spring. Kellie made it back from 

Kentucky ok for which we are 

grateful. 

It is a busy time getting new pic-

tures and recipes for the brochures 

ready to go to print for Queen 

Kellie and Princess Margaret. 

Sorry to say we did not meet our 

deadline to get them for this meet-

ing but should have them for 

March.  

We are starting to get requests for 

them to talk with groups and 

schools about the honey bee, also 

to give cooking demonstrations 

with their new recipes. 

You will be in for a real treat this 

meeting, I have previewed what 

they plan to bring for the break and  

they sound wonderful, as sweets 

always are. This year I will have 

pictures of  the young ladies to put 

in back of their samples so you can 

identify them. 

Brenda Claire talked with me at 

the last meeting about getting pub-

licity out to the public regarding 

our “Cooking With My Honey” 

cookbooks”. She had some great 

ideas and has proceeded to adver-

tize them on e-bay and planning to 

do so on Amazon.  



 

     Continued from page 1 column 2 

 was spitting tiny snowflakes here the 

jonquils were already poking their 

stems out of the soil with budded 

heads, and my usually sweet 

grandmother told me to “shut up”!!  I 

guess that’s because they still have 

many feet of snow on the ground in 

Vermont and spring doesn’t even 

begin to make an appearance until 

April at the earliest. 

 

I promised myself last year that I was 

going to start a new bee yard this 

year.  Although I have also said this 

in years past with my daughter, 

Katie, now interested in bees I have 

the motivation and excellent help to 

really make it happen.  She is excited 

about building frames and painting 

the woodenware, and the foul winter 

weather has helped by driving us 

indoors, so unless there are any 

unexpected emergencies this 

weekend we should be able to make 

good progress on this project. 

 

She has selected a lovely turquoise 

paint for her boxes and I will now 

share my secret with you about 

getting inexpensive paint.  The paint 

stores often have mis-tints that they 

sell very cheaply so I always check 

when I go the paint store to see what 

they have.  Sherwin Williams sells 

their mis-tints for $1.00 so I can 

usually get a $30 or $40 can of paint 

for only a buck!  Mis-tints are not 

white so if you are a stickler for 

white hive boxes this strategy is not 

for you; but for us skinflints it is 

great.  I am also of the opinion that 

oil base paint should be used on the 

hive boxes because it does not chalk 

as much as latex and is more durable.  

The paint reps assure me this is not 

the case but my hands tell a different 

story and I hate to paint so I get the 

best $1.00 paint possible and try to 

do the job only once. 

 

I hope you too are trying to make the 

best use of these last few cold weeks 

of winter as February is already upon 

us and warmer weather and longer 

days are just around the corner.   

 

FEBRUARY IS  

OUR RAFFLE/ 

AUCTION  

MEETING 

             continued from column 3 

 

We will have some display Flyers 

from Morris cookbooks for you to 

take to put up in public places 

where you live to help. Please see 

Brenda to get some. 

We have a little over 200 of the 

500 we ordered left to sell before 

we decide if we want to order 

some more. We have had raves 

about the quality and I thank all of 

you who have supported this fund 

raiser for the queen program. 

 Don Johnson has already paid 

Morris Press in full and has al-

ready put them up on our web site. 

He has also updated Kellie’s and 

Merry Margaret’s pictures and 

personal information. Our queens 

fund looks good, and we now 

have two young ladies to encour-

age and support as they travel and 

buy their cooking ingredients.  

 When we sell all the first 500 

cookbooks we ordered, we are eli-

gible to enter the contest by Mor-

ris Press for the “Community 

Cookbooks  Award  Contest.”  

The award is $5000.00 for 1st 

place; $2000.00 for 2nd place; and 

$1000.00 for 3rd place.  

I am thinking we can get 1st place 

with what we have. So hop on the 

bandwagon  and lets go for it!!!!  

 I need you to start getting more of 

your good recipes together to add 

to our next order to make a good 

cookbook  even better. I appreci-

ate all you do to help make ETBA 

a good family. 

See you Thursday.  

Be sure to see Eddie Collins about 

your new nucs 

             

continued from page 1 column 1   

  Scholarship students and then 

offered to the club, more about 

this at this meeting. Our thanks go 

to Mr. Stanford Brantley for going 

after and bringing this equipment 

to my house.  THANKS, Stan 

 As you know you are in-

vited to College Station on Febru-

ary 20th for the open house pres-

entation of the new Bee Lab, 

which has been named after Janice 

and John Thomas.  It is now in full 

operation and  you will be pleased 

with what you will see.  Also ear-

lier in the day Texas Beekeepers 

Association  will have it’s winter 

Delegates meeting at a place yet to 

be determined.  We should know 

by this weeks meeting.  It is nor-

mally at 10:00 AM, so if you leave 

early you can also attend it.   

 Our long time friend Jesse 

Adams is having health problems 

and needs your prayers.  Jesse said  

I could get a good looking nurse  

to deliver him some get well cards. 

His address is Jesse Adams, 112 

W Hoskins St. New Boston, Tx. 

75570-2632  

 Remember more bees are 

lost from starvation in early spring 

than from winter loses, be sure to 

check for light hives come mild 

days in March. 

 There will be a director’s 

meeting . 

 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

(continued from next column) 

 

Then the pace in the bee yard will 

REALLY pick up.  There will be a 

director’s meeting. 


